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Imagine a birthday without 
a cake. That would be like 
Christmas without Jesus. 

Here is how and why you 
should keep Christ in Christ-
mas.
 First of all, without Jesus’ 
birth, Christmas wouldn’t 
even exist! Mary and Joseph 
struggled to find a place for 
his birth. Once Jesus was born, 
he helped his foster father, Jo-
seph, while he was a carpenter. 
Jesus would go out and preach 
the Gospel and would listen to 
his parents all the time.
 Next, Jesus died for us. Jesus 
was crucified on the cross, but 
he had trouble getting there. 
His crucifixion was not easy: 
He had to carry the cross, had 
to wear a crown of thorns, 
and he wasn’t even allowed to 
stop. Mary tried to talk to him, 
but she only had a few seconds 
before the guards shooed 
her away. Once Jesus got to 
Golgotha, the guards nailed 
him to the cross. He talked to 
God, asking him to forgive all 
people, then bowed his head, 
and died. He died for our sins!
 Now, I’m going to tell you 
how to keep Christ in Christ-
mas. First, you should go to 
Mass on Christmas. Also, after 
you get your presents, you 
should pray an Our Father, a 
Hail Mary or another special 
prayer just to show him re-
spect and to show him that 
you feel joyful on his birthday. 
 Giving to the poor is a great 
way to be Christlike during 
the holidays. For example, my 
school helped collect dona-
tions from the students so they 
could fill boxes of treats for 
poor people around the world. 

Do you know the true 
meaning of Christ-
mas? Well, I am going 

to tell you the true meaning 
of Christmas. You might be 
thinking of exciting presents, 
fragrant Christmas trees and 
delicious cookies; and while 
all these Christmas traditions 
are fun, they do not represent 
the love God has for us.
 First of all, God sent his 
only son to save us from sin 
and death. This was an incred-
ible act of love. By doing this, 
he gave us eternal life. He 
gave us the choice to choose 
eternal peace and happiness 
by giving us this miracle on 
Christmas Day. God chose to 
love us sinners and to give us 
a chance of forgiveness.
 Second of all, Jesus was not 
born into a palace or a rich 
family. He was born to kind 
and loving parents, Mary 
and Joseph. The way he was 
born was symbolic of how 
God wanted us to live our 
lives, humbly and grateful 
for whatever we are given. He 
came into this world to heal 
people from sin and sickness 

Christmas is a holiday 
that is loved by all, 
young and old. It is cel-

ebrated all around the world in 
many different ways. It is one 
of the most famous holidays 
around the world, yet people 
do not know its true meaning. 
Children think that it is about 
getting presents and seeing 
Santa. The older we get, the 
more we begin to understand 
that Jesus is the most impor-
tant part of Christmas.

Remember the poor 
in celebrating the 
birth of Christ

Sawyer Hanley
5th grade 
St. Philip Neri School, Metairie
“I drew a tree, and, at the top, I thought of the star to represent when 
Jesus was born. The ornaments have pictures of an angel, a cross and a 
sheep to represent the animals at the Nativity scene and Jesus’ manger. 
I also put the rosary as the Christmas lights. I thought it would be cool to 
put presents under the tree and say, ‘It’s about his presence, not about 
the presents.’”

The Council of Catholic School Cooperative Clubs sponsors the annual Keep 
Christ in Christmas poster, essay and poetry contest. The Department of Catholic 
Education and Faith Formation selected winners in three divisions: grades 3-5, 
6-8 and 9-12. A separate contest also was open to students who attend Parish 
Schools of Religion. Both contests are promoted by the Christ in Christmas 
Committee, which coordinates the placement of “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
billboards throughout the archdiocese. Go to www.keepchristinchristmasnola.
org to see the exact locations of the 60-plus billboards this year. 

Merry Christmas from our students!Leila
ABBATE
5TH GRADE

ST. CHRISTOPHER 
THE MARTYR 
SCHOOL

METAIRIE

When a whole community of 
people get together to donate 
their time and money to a 
charity, it makes Jesus happy 

Sarah
LeCOMPTE
6TH GRADE

ST. PHILIP NERI  
SCHOOL

METAIRIE

God’s incredible love 
for us is shown in the 
child Jesus

and give us the opportunity 
to find eternal love.
 Christmas isn’t just about 
presents. It’s about the abun-
dant and everlasting love God 
has for us. 
 Why do we call it Christ-
mas? He gave us the ultimate 
gift, Jesus Christ! This is why 
on Christmas morning we 
should celebrate Christmas 
… we should celebrate him 
and the ultimate gift we were 
given on that day. God will 
always love us, forever and 
ever.
 Merry Christmas!

on his birthday.
 These are the important rea-
sons and personal ways that I 
keep Christ in Christmas.

Sights and colors of 
Christmas have deep 
spiritual meaning 

Ava
CASTILLON
11TH GRADE

MOUNT CARMEL 
ACADEMY

NEW ORLEANS
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Savannah Pham
6th grade 
Visitation of Our Lady School, Marrero
“Mary and Joseph are trying to get to Bethlehem to give birth to baby 
Jesus, and the star is shining to light the way. I did it in watercolor topped 
with markers. Actually, I thought about it last year because last year  I did 
a stable that might have been on the wrong-size poster. This year, I just 
thought about them making the journey. My older sister taught me how 
to draw, and I got a lot of inspiration from her.” 
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 There are many symbols 
that represent Christmas, such 
as colors, candies, angels and 
the Nativity. 
 First, the colors red and 
green represent Christmas, but 
there is more meaning behind 
them. The color green repre-
sents the eternal life of Jesus, 
just like the evergreen trees last 
throughout the whole winter. 
The color red represents the 
blood that Jesus shed for us 
during his sacrifice.
 The most popular candy 
we eat during the Christmas 
season is a candy cane. We can 
see that it is a “J” shape for Je-
sus or like a shepherd’s crook, 
which represents Christ as the 
Good Shepherd. The white of 
the candy cane represents the 
purity of Jesus, and the red 
stripes represent God’s love 
for us. Since there are usually 
three stripes together, they 
represent the Holy Trinity.
 Angels are a big part of the 
story of Jesus because they 
came to Mary to tell her that 
she would give birth to the 
son of God, and they led the 
shepherds to Jesus when he 
was born. 
 Lastly, the Nativity scene 
represents Christmas because 
people set up their Nativity 
before Christmas and do not 
put baby Jesus in the manger 
until Christmas Day. They do 
this because Jesus was born 
this day, so he was not present 

in our lives until Christmas.
 He was the greatest gift to all 
of us, and he continues to love 
us and we do the same for him. 
We now know that Christmas 
is more about Jesus than it is 
about us, and we continue to 
show him how much we love 
and appreciate what he has 
done for us all.

Each Christmas we sing 
with glee
Because the birth of Jesus 

came to be
God sent him to us to show 

the way
How a Christian should be 

every day
Christmas Day is a day so dear
To celebrate Christ through-
out the year

So slow down and think of all 
God has done

Because he is always Number 
One

Every day we should pray
and thank the Lord
for our blessings each day
So let’s Keep Christ in our 
minds and hearts

Because he is our light
When all we see is dark.

Grateful for blessings

It all started with a “yes” 
from our Holy Mother,
blessed and devout,

A courageous person like no 
other.

She made a decision and got 
past her doubts.

Mary was overcome by a holy 
power,

For Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit,

And then she began to blos-
som into a rose, her sym-
bolic flower

After his crucial visit.
To Bethlehem Mary and Jo-

seph rushed
So little baby Jesus could be 

born.
But their fervent pleas were 

hushed
And were replied to with dis-

missive scorns.
Finally, they arrived
at a place where they could 

stay.
Though tired and probably 

sleep-deprived,
In a humble stable Mary laid.
Three wise men came to see
A sight to behold.
There lies a sweet little baby.
The power of the world his 

Aubrey Berthelot
12th grade 
Archbishop Chapelle High School, Metairie
“Basically, I wanted to encompass how Jesus came to us on earth and that 
he was ‘The Greatest Gift of All.’ It showcases Jesus being born, a present 
box being opened, but for Christmas, it’s not the actual presents you re-
ceive but it’s about Jesus coming to save us from our sins. It’s not just that 
he was born; he came to die for us.  That’s why it has a picture of Jesus as 
a baby and then it shows The  Pieta, when Jesus was taken off the cross. 
I’ve entered the contest since grammar school, so it’s so exciting to win.”

hands would hold.
When we think of Christ-

mas, we may picture snowy 
scenes

And colorful lights aglow.
But we should think about 

what the story means
So that we all know
Why Christmas started in the 

first place,
Which reminds our distracted 

world
That society’s idea cannot 

replace

The very story we often keep 
furled.

So you see the reason for 
Christmas is the birth of 
our king.

He is the reason for our cel-
ebration,

Not presents, parties or mate-
rial things.

That’s why he’s such a sensa-
tion!

The story we remember
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Brooke
SERCOVICH
5TH GRADE

ST. MATTHEW 
THE APOSTLE 
SCHOOL

RIVER RIDGE

Kennedy
GRAVES
8TH GRADE

MOUNT CARMEL 
ACADEMY

NEW ORLEANS
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In winter when the snow 
is adrift
And people in the parking 

lots sell pine trees
The tree looms over many 

gifts
But there’s one gift more spe-

cial to me
It’s not stuffed in a box or 

wrapped up
My favorite gift is not one you 

can see
Santa doesn’t deliver it, it’s 

not a wind-up
It doesn’t choose naughty or 

nice, it’s for us all
It’s warmer than the hot 

chocolate in my cup
He’s a person, here to save us 

from the fall
It was a child, delivered on 

that night
He was a humble person, he 

didn’t stand tall
A child was born on Christ-

mas, shrouded in the moon-
light

My favorite gift is Jesus Christ.

My favorite
Christmas gift

“I put the cross instead of the star at the top of the tree because we should 
keep Jesus at the top and look up to him. My family and I talked about 
presents and how they sound like ‘presence’ and that gifts were great, but 
Jesus is better. I told my mom that we should really make sure that Christmas 
is about his presence.”

Seth Snead
2nd grade 
St. Anselm Parish, Madisonville, PSR

Katie Henshaw
8th grade 
St. Peter Parish, Covington, PSR
“I decided against doing a manger scene because we often have difficulty 
associating Christ with our somewhat secular Christmas. I decided to make 
Christ more apparent in the opening of presents by a tree. I highlighted 
that this is a holy celebration by having the gift be a symbol of the Lord, a 
rosary. The cross fading into the background symbolizes that the mother 
and daughter have Jesus on their minds. Christmas isn’t just a nationwide 
secular celebration; it’s a day to remind us that the Lord is with us.”

Willow
MAY
9TH GRADE

ACADEMY OF THE 
SACRED HEART

NEW ORLEANS

CCSCC relishes in  
uniting once again
After nearly two years of social dis-
tancing brought on by the pandemic 
– including the postponement of two 
annual banquets – the Council of 
Catholic School Cooperative Clubs 
(CCSCC) was able to gather as one 
Dec. 9 for a Mass at St. Philip Neri 
Church in Metairie. The St. Philip Neri 
Ladies Co-Op won the 2020-21 Club 
of the Year Award for its efforts pro-
moting the school and its activities 
during the challenging 18 months. 
Clockwise from left, CCSCC members 
pray; CCSCC president Judith Nuss-
baum thanks participating clubs for 
their unflagging support; and Father 
Kyle Dave presents the Club of the 
Year award to Crystal Vaccaro.
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